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Houdini Keeps His Secrets

DETROIT, Oct. 31.--
Harry Houdini, world
famous as a magician,
died here this afternoon
after a week's struggle
for life, in which he un-
derwent two operations.

Death was due to
peritonitis, which fol-
lowed the first appendici-
tis operation. The second
operation was performed
last Friday.

Whatever the
methods by which Harry
Houdini deceived a large
part of the world for
nearly four decades, his
career defined him as one
of the greatest showmen
of modern times. In his
special field of entertain-
ment he stood alone.
With a few minor excep-
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tions, he invented all his tricks and illusions, and
in certain instances only his four intimate helpers
knew the solution. In one or two very important
cases Houdini, himself, alone knew the whole se-
cret.
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when scarcely more than a baby he showed skill
as an acrobat and contortionist, and both these tal-
ents helped his start in the show business and his
later development as an "escape king."

From 1885 to 1900
he played all over the
United States, in museums,
music halls, circuses, and
medicine shows, gradually
improving his technique
and giving up his purely
contortionist and acrobatic
feats. In 1900 he made his
first visit abroad, and in
London his sensational es-
capes from handcuffs at
Scotland Yard won him a
six months engagement at
the Alhambra. This was the
first instance of his clev-
erly obtaining notoriety by
a public or semi-public ex-
hibition outside the theatre.

Houdini’s will
leave a void in the enter-
tainment world. He is sur-
vived by his wife, Bess.
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his own someday.

It is rumored
that Gatsby may have
earned his fortune in il-
legal endeavors, such as
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